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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Edinburgh Sheds Light 
on the Way to Unity 


From the world conferences held during the 
summer there emerges a new recognition of a 
vital Christian unity as an existing reality. As 
the Archbishop of Canterbury said at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral on July 29, “the gathering of men 
and women of every race and class and color, 
vividly conscious of allegiance to one faith,” is 
“a new fact of Christian history.” 

This existent unity consists not merely in a 
cooperative spirit but in the possession of @ com- 
mon faith. It rests upon great positive affirma- 
tions which the churches, despite their many 
differences, hold in unison. This became espe- 
cially evident at the Conference on Faith and 
Order. Indeed, its most significant result will 
srobably be the realization that, while we are 
livided in “‘order,” we are united in “faith.” The 
things that keep us in separate churches are dif- 
ferences not in our basic faith but in our con- 
septions of the ministry or the sacraments or the 
zovernment of the Church. Some of these differ- 
ances in “order” will doubtless be with us for 
1 long time, but even now we hold a common 
ith in God and His redeeming grace mani- 
‘ested in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Shrist and in the creation of His Church as “a 
1ew fellowship of men with Him and with each 
ther.” 

From the heightened recognition of our one- 
1ess in faith three conclusions follow which are 
yf pronounced consequence for the movement of 
nterchurch codperation. 


The first is that codperation should always be 
interpreted as an expression of the great Chris- 
tian convictions which we hold in common. A 
superficial view of codperation is sometimes 
voiced in the slogan, “Doctrine divides but faith 
unites.” That view is both inadequate and un- 
true. The truth is that it is only doctrine (in the 
sense of the central realities of our faith) that 
really unites our churches in Christian service. 
Even when the common faith is not consciously 
recognized, it is still an underlying oneness in 
our understanding of life that makes possible 
any united activity of great consequence. 

The Federal Council of Churches, we rejoice 
to think, has not failed to recognize this truth. 
The Council never says that it is merely “ser- 
vice,” apart from Christian convictions, which 
unites. On the contrary, its constitution has al- 
ways testified that the central purpose of the 
Council is “to manifest the essential oneness of 
the churches in Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and 
Savior.” The fact that the Council conducts a 
united Preaching Mission and is able to draw 
men of different denominations together in the 
proclamation of a common Gospel is decisive 
evidence of a living unity of faith. 

A second conclusion has to do with the rela- ~ 
tion of worship to unity. If our unity is really 
a unity of faith, it will be realized most fully in 
our worship of the one God who is the object of 
our common faith. The truth of this was vividly 
illustrated in the daily services of worship in St. 
Mary’s Church at the Oxford Conference on 
Life and Work. There, as men of diverse back- 
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grounds of thought and experience turned to- 
gether to God, they knew themselves to be at 
one with all their brethren who made Christ the 
supreme object of their loyalty. In the fellow- 
ship of prayer their nearness to the same God 
made them aware of their nearness to one an- 
other. 

The third conclusion is that the path to a 
larger unity—and ultimately to union in one 
body—lies through acting on the unity which we 
already have. This was the point which was 
most emphasized by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury in his St. Paul’s address. He summed the 
matter up in a single sentence: “The way of 
prizing and increasing the unity which now 
exists, of deepening the experience of it in spir- 
itual fellowship and in common action, may be 
a surer road toward the goal of visible unity 
than the way of formal negotiations between 
churches.” 

The principle thus enunciated by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury was subsequently devel- 
oped by the Conference on Faith and Order, 
which strongly urged codperation among the 
churches and spoke of it as preparing for a 
larger unity beyond. It is this principle of “priz- 
ing and increasing the unity which now exists” 
to which the movement \of church federation is 
committed and which gives that movement its 
greatest significance. 


Oxford Reveals the Church 
as a World Community 


Whatever else the Oxford Conference on Life 
and Work did, it certainly kindled a new vision 
of the possibilities of the Church as a world-wide 
unity of Christians of every nation and race. 
This new outlook was described as ‘‘ecumeni- 
cal,”—an adjective which was on everyone’s lips 
at Oxford. The word has such a technical qual- 
ity that one tries to get along without it, but 
there seems to be no satisfactory equivalent. 
“International” is inadequate because it implies 
the separateness of the component parts, where- 
as the Church must be described by a term 
which suggests the unity derived from its origin 
in Christ. ‘‘Universal” is partially satisfactory, 
emphasizing the sweep of the Christian move- 
ment around the world; but it, too, does not suf- 
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ficiently carry the note of essential oneness. 
When we use the word “ecumenical” we are 
thinking of the Church as universal, as conscious 
of the unity which it possesses in Christ and as 
moving toward the full realization of that unity 
in its life. 

The churches as we see them today, one has 
to confess, are but feeble reflections of the one 
universal Church of Christ. In addition to their 
theological divisions they are sundered by the 
same cleavages of nation, race and class which 
mean the disunity of modern civilization. An 
ironical Christian has even suggested that the 
Apostles’ Creed should be amended so as to read, 
“T believe in the Holy Catholic Church, and re- 
gret that it does not exist.” 

Yet in one important sense an ecumenical 
Church actually exists: there is a community of 
Christian believers scattered over the entire 
globe. The conferences at Oxford and Edin- 
burgh this year have drawn their delegates from 
all parts of the world to a degree that was not 
true of the great Christian councils of any other 
century. Thanks to the missionary movement, 
the Church is today the one great institution 
which is rooted in the soil of all the countries of 
the earth. 

But while the constituent elements of the 
Church universal thus exist, it is sadly ineffect- 
ive as a world-community. Broken into denomi- 
national fragments and crippled by nationalism, 
the churches fail to function as one Body of 
Christ throughout the world. The average 
Christian is not even aware that he is a member 
of a world-community; his loyalties are concen- 
trated on a local congregation or at most on a 
national communion. 

The Oxford Conference made it clear that the 
first great task of the Church as it confronts a 
disintegrating civilization is to be the Christian 
world-community. In its own corporate life it 
is to demonstrate that there really is a fellow- 
ship in Christ which can transcend all the differ- 
ences which separate men, on the merely human 
level, into mutually exclusive groups. It is ex- 
actly in these terms that St. Paul conceived the 
Church when he declared that all the divisions 
of men into races (“Jew and Greek’’), into na- 
tions (“barbarian and Scythian’’), into economic 
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lasses (“bond and free”) are to be compre- 
1ended in a higher unity of those who have 
found a redeemed life in Christ. 

If Christians more and more truly become a 
world-community, no one can set limits to their 
sossible influence for unity in the political and 
social realm. If, for example, as an Oxford re- 
dort pointed out, the Church should really over- 
come the barriers of race within its own life as a 
Church, that would do more to oppose an un- 
Christian racial philosophy and practice than 
any other conceivable measure could do. 

A Church that clearly knows itself a world- 
community will also see war ina new light. War 
then means the dismembering of the one Body 
of Christ, is the utter denial of the very nature 
of the Church. What if Christians should de- 
cide that the unity of a nation, important as it is, 
is less important than the unity of the divine 
world-community of Christ? What if Christians 
generally, in different countries, gained the un- 
shakable conviction that they owe a loyalty to 
the Universal Church of God which is higher 
than their loyalty to any nationalist state? Then 
perhaps governments might come to realize that 
they can no longer demand of Christians in the 
name of patriotism the kind of action which 
nullifies their fellowship with one another in 
Christ. In any case, a Church which recognized 
its own ecumenical nature could never allow it- 
self, even in time of war, to be used as an agent 
of nationalist propaganda. It would still have 
to carry on its divine task of reconciliation and 
redemption, and bear its distinctive witness to 
the oneness of the family of God. 

‘Tf the Christian Church is a world community, 
it manifestly requires a structure which will 
enable it to function as the one Body of Christ 
throughout the world. Such a structure we do 
not yet possess. We do not need a highly cen- 
tralized or authoritative organization such as 
the Roman Catholic, but we do require some in- 
strument through which the Christian bodies in 
different lands can be more than separate and 
unrelated national units. We need a central 
agency through which the churches of the vari- 
ous nations can be in continuous fellowship and 
can act together across national lines. 
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W orld Council of Churches: 
A Momentous Proposal 


The plan for a World Council of Churches, 
as outlined at the Oxford and the Edinburgh 
Conferences for submission to the churches, may 
well prove to be the most creative and epoch- 
marking event in the history of the Church in 
our generation. If the plan is approved by the 
various communions in different lands, the 
churches will for the first time since the Refor- 
mation possess a structure which will enable 
them to act unitedly on a world scale. Since the 
plan provides for the inclusion of the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches as well as the Protestant, 
one can even say that the World Council will 
express a wider unity of a codperative character 
than has existed since the division of the Church 
into the Roman Catholic and the Greek Catholic 
bodies nearly a thousand years ago. 

The primary function of the World Council 
will be to carry forward continuously the kind 
of studies in the field of both “Life and Work” 
and “Faith and Order” which the Oxford and 
the Edinburgh Conferences have brought vivid- 
ly to the fore. It will also be an instrument 
through which the churches can bear a common 
witness before the world in those matters in 
which, as a result of codperative study, they 
find themselves possessing a common mind. It 
will further be an agency for mutual support, 
enabling the stronger sectors of the Christian 
forces to come to the aid of those which are in 
special need. 

How the existing divisions between the 
churches are finally to be overcome we cannot 
now see. There are serious differences between 
them which should not be obscured. But be- 
neath the fact of differences there is the deeper 
fact of an essential spiritual unity by reason of 
their common faith in God as revealed in their 
one Lord and Savior. Of the existing measure 
of unity the World Council would be a living 
symbol. And to move forward together on the 
basis of such unity as we now have would be the 
most potent of all influences making for the 
fuller unity of the future. 


6 Tape FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 437" — 


September, 1937 


Oxford and Edinburgh Mark New World Unity 


a wt outstanding impression left by the Oxford Con- 
ference on Life and Work (July 12-25) and the 
Edinburgh Conference on Faith and Order 

(August 3-19) is that of a new world-wide unity among 

the churches. No one could meet with the representatives 

of the churches of forty-three nations without a thrilling 
realization of the universality and essential oneness of 
the Christian movement, and the determination to find 
the way of making that unity more effective in the world. 


MEETING AT A TIME OF CRISIS 


This fact of spiritual unity took on a heightened sig- 
nificance against the background of the political crises, 
economic upheavals and social tensions in the countries 
from which the representatives came. Here were young 
Christian leaders of China—like T. Z. Koo, Francis Wei 
and T. T,. Lew—alongside Japanese pastors and teachers 
at an hour when the troops of their respective nations 
were facing a deadly struggle. Here were Russians, like 
Sergius Bulgakoff, in exile from the country where the 
Marxian experiment has almost destroyed the Church. 
Here were Orthodox leaders from the troubled Balkan 
states, like Bishop Ireneus of Jugo-Slavia, called home 
from Oxford on account of acute political controversy 
involving the future of his Church. The enforced absence 
of the delegation from the German Evangelical Church 
bore eloquent testimony to the struggle between Church 
and State in the Fatherland of the Reformation. 

The delegates came from every race and clime and 
every section of the Church except the Roman Catholic. 
There were spokesmen of the younger churches which 
have come into being as a result of the missionary move- 
ment, like Principal C. J. Lucas of the United Church of 
South India, by the side of black-robed and bearded 
bishops of the ancient Greek Catholic Church. In larger 
numbers one saw the representatives of the leading 
churches of Europe—the Anglican Archbishop of York, 
the Lutheran Bishop Norregaard of Norway, the Presby- 
terian Principal Curtis of Scotland, the Reformed Profes- 
sor Emil Brunner of Switzerland and many others of the 
same calibre. Mingling with them all were the repre- 
sentatives of the “Free Churches”—Methodist, Baptist, 
Congregational, Quaker and many others—and in still 
. larger numbers the appointed delegates of nearly all the 
major American denominations, both white and Negro, 
coming out of a background so different as to make it 
difficult for them to understand the position of many of 
their brethren from England and Asia. 

If any further indication of the range and quality of 
the leadership which the Oxford Conference brought 
together be needed, it is found in the personnel of the 
Chairmen. Presiding in rotation were the Archbishop of 
Canterbury (Anglican), Archbishop Germanos (Eastern 
Orthodox), Archbishop Eidem (Swedish Lutheran), Pas- 
tor Marc Boegner (Reformed of France), Bishop Azariah 


of Dornakal, India, and Professor William Adams Brown 
of the U.S. A. 


THE BACKGROUND OF OXFORD 


When the first Universal Conference on Christian Life 
and Work was held in Stockholm in 1925, it was believed 
that the nations were moving toward an era of world 
peace, greater social welfare and economic justice. In the 
intervening twelve years those idealistic hopes have been 
rudely shattered. Now the menace of more terrible wars 
stalks the earth. A bitter racialism is widespread. Ap- 
palling unemployment has come, ameliorated by the man- 
ufacture of instruments of death in a mad race of arma- 
ments aiming at national security but heading toward 
international anarchy. Great dictatorships have arisen, 
claiming absolute authority over the entire range of 
man’s life and attempting to force the churches into 
submission to the nationalist state. Such a situation has 
driven the churches to seek a clearer understanding of 
their own mission and to effect a united front in dealing 
with the catastrophic forces of modern civilization. 

One of the most impressive moments of the Oxford 
Conference was when the Bishop of Chichester read the 
message of sympathy sent to the German Evangelical 
Church, which was felt to be bearing the most powerful 
witness to some of the principles for which the Conference 
stood. The message said in part: 

“We are greatly moved by the afflictions of many 
pastors and laymen who have stood from the first in the 
Confessional Church for the sovereignty of Christ and for 
the freedom of the Church of Christ to preach His Gos- 
pel. .. . We are moved to a more living trust ourselves 
by your steadfast witness to Christ. We pray God to 
bless you and to guide and comfort you in your afflic- 
tions; and we call upon the churches throughout the 
world to make intercession for you with our Father in 
Heaven, and to rejoice that once again it has been proved 
that a faith born of sacrifice is counted worthy of sac- 
rifice.” 

In preparation for Oxford the best Christian thought 
of different lands and churches had been mobilized under 
the direction of Dr. J. H. Oldham, of England, the Chair- 
man of the Research Commission, As a result, the Con- 
ference had important foundations on which to build, as 
it studied the meaning of the Christian Gospel and the 
duty of the Christian Church with reference to the new 
ideologies which exalt nation, race and class as final ob- 
jects of men’s loyalty. 


THE IssuEs AT OXFORD 
Most of the creative work of the Conference was done 
in sections. These dealt with (1) Church and Commu- 
nity, under the chairmanship of Sir Walter Moberly; 
(2) The Church and Economics, under the chairmanship 
of Dean John R. Maude of Oxford; (3) Church and 
State, under the chairmanship of Dr. Max Huber of 
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Holland; (4) The Church and the World of Nations, 
under the chairmanship of President John A. Mackay, 
with a special subsection on War, headed by Dr. W. A. 
Visser *t Hooft; (5) Church, Community and State with 
Reference to Education, under the leadership of President 
Henry Sloane Coffin. 

The quality of the thinking done in the sections may 
be indicated by reference to a single group, that on the 
Church and the World of Nations. Included in this 
circle of about sixty persons were clerical leaders like the 
Archbishop of York and Dr. William P. Merrill; dis- 
tinguished men of affairs like Viscount Cecil, the Mar- 
quis of Lothian, John Foster Dulles of New York, and 
J. V. Wilson, of the Secretariat of the League of Na- 
tions; scholars like Sir Alfred Zimmern and Professor 
C. E. Raven. After the sections had done their intensive 
work and prepared preliminary drafts of their findings, 
these were debated in plenary sessions under the master- 
ful guidance of Dr. John R. Mott, the Chairman of the 
Business Committee. Skillful interpreters in three 
languages, English, French, and German, made it pos- 
sible for all the delegates to participate in their own 
tongues. 

No attempt was made to give an artificial impression 
of agreement on points on which real difference ap- 
peared. Where it was impossible to reconcile divergent 
views—as, for example, in the difficult question of “paci- 
fism’”—the contrasted positions were clearly recorded as 
a basis for further study, which, it is hoped, will go on 
for many years and lead to similar world conferences 
later. 

In our brief limits of space it is impossible to give 
any adequate summary either of the discussion or of the 
addresses to which the plenary sessions listened. The 
full record will be found in the official report of the 
Conference, now in press, (Willett, Clark & Co., Chicago) 
and some indication of the general conclusions is given 
in the Message of the Conference, printed on another 
page of the BULLETIN. 


THE ATMOSPHERE OF WORSHIP 


The most unforgettable part of the Oxford program 
will probably prove to be the services of worship each 
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morning and evening in the historic St. Mary’s Church. 
The reality of worship was experienced in these hours in 
an exceptional degree. This was due in part to the 
sense of a common fellowship in Christ shared by men 
and women of diverse backgrounds; in part to the effect- 
ive way in which worship was related to the daily work of 
the Conference. In periods of silent prayer and guided 
meditation the great issues which concerned the Con- 
ference were lifted into the light of God’s eternal purpose 
in a way which brought those who wrestled with them 
into touch with more than human resources. A service of 
worship of a different character was that conducted ac- 
cording to the moving liturgy of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, assisted by the choir of the Russian Seminary in 
Paris. 

On the closing Sunday at Oxford there was a mem- 
orable service of Holy Communion in St. Mary’s, con- 
ducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, to which all 
baptized Christians were invited. The presence of so 
many Christians separated by race, language and nation- 
ality but all united in their devotion to one Lord and all 
seeking the unity of His Church made the occasion one 
of deep spiritual significance. 

Alongside the work of the regular delegates, about 350 
in number, in their several sections there were confer- 
ences of “associates” dealing in a more popular way with 
the same issues. Perhaps of even greater importance was 
the conference of one hundred young men and women 
who are themselves leaders of youth in their own coun- 
tries, and who are looking forward to a great World 
Conference of Christian Youth in 1938. 

The greatest results of the two conferences were in- 
tangible. These were of two kinds: first, the clarification 
of Christian thinking on the urgent problems presented 
by the state of the world and of the Church; second, 
the unparalleled stimulus to spiritual unity. But in 
addition to this there was a tangible outcome which may 
prove to be epoch-making. This was the proposal, now 
submitted to the churches, to unite “Life and Work” and 
“Faith and Order” in a single ecumenical movement un- 
der the direction of a World Council of Churches, em- 
bracing all of non-Roman Christianity. This is de- 
scribed on another page of the BULLETIN. 


The Issues at Edinburgh 


At Oxford the churches faced the question of their 
relation to the world; at Edinburgh, the question of their 
relation to each other. At Oxford the center of interest 
was the immediate one of securing, in spite of all differ- 
ences, a united front in meeting practical problems; at 
Edinburgh the center of interest was the more ultimate 


one of reconciling the differences which now divide Chris- 
tians into separate churches. At Oxford, Christians 
found themselves possessing a spiritual unity which, in 
large measure, gives them a common world view in sharp 
contrast with the current world views of secular civiliza- 


tion. At Edinburgh, the very fact of this unity of spirit 
led Christian leaders to seek the way of manifesting that 
unity in a form visible to the world. 

In the opening service at St. Giles’ Cathedral (Presby- 
terian), which is itself a reminder of past generations of 
ecclesiastical controversy, the Archbishop of York, as 
President of the World Conference on Faith and Order, 
deplored the divisions in the Church today and said that 
the fact of “churches” in the place of “the Church,” 
prevents the basic unity of Christians from being truly 
effective. The witness of the Church is weakened, he 
held, because the world sees the divisions in the Church 
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more than the unity which exists in spite of the divisions. 
How could the Church, he asked, hope to bridge the 
divisions in human society—divisions between nation and 
nation, between Aryan and non-Aryan, between white 
and black, between employer and employed—if it itself 
added other divisions, such divisions as Catholic from 
Evangelical, Episcopal from Presbyterian or Independent? 
The first great evil of divisions was that they obscured 
the witness to the one Gospel of one God and one Savior. 
The second was that through division each party lost 
some spiritual treasure and none fully represented the 
whole truth in its perfect balance. 

At the first conference on Faith and Order ten years 
ago, the Chairman pointed out, the concern of each 
church had been to state its own position in such a way 
that others would understand it; they should now be 
concerned to learn from one another and to meet “as 
fellow-pupils in a school of mutual discipleship.” He 
concluded by reminding the delegates that they would 
not be meeting in conference at all unless they were 
conscious of an underlying oneness in Christ. Those 
who had nothing in common did not deplore their es- 
trangement; they could not seek union if they did not 
already possess unity. 

A statement on “The Church’s Witness in the World 
Today,” presented by Dr. Henry Smith Leiper in behalf 
of an international committee, related the conference on 
Faith and Order to the conference on Life and Work by 
vividly describing the present disintegration of society 
as a summons to a united Church. A Church as divided 
as we are divided today is unable to offer more than “a 
caricature of the Gospel.” To achieve a visible fellow- 
ship among all Christians, he suggested, would be the 
Church’s great contribution to the unity of mankind. 

Noteworthy was the appeal from the representatives 
of the younger churches, formed as a result of foreign 
missions, to the older churches not to insist on main- 
taining divisions in China, India and elsewhere, since 
such divisions were an almost insuperable handicap to 
Christian advance. Said the Bishop of Dornakal, ‘The 
problem is one of life and death to us, do not give your 
aid to keep us separated.” 


The conference met in a mood of encouragement as a 
result of a review of progress toward union during the 
last decade, as prepared by Dr. H. Paul Douglass. The 
Anglican Communion has established inter-communion 
‘with the Old Catholic Churches, and is carrying on similar 
negotiations with the churches of Finland, Latvia and 
Esthonia. The Scottish Presbyterian Churches were re- 
united in 1929, the English Methodists in 1932. The 
Church of Christ in China, formed in 1927, had brought 
together a large number of groups as separate as Bap- 
tists, Reformed, Methodists and Congregationalists. 
While guarding against any exaggeration of the signifi- 
cance of these steps, it was felt that the trend toward 
unity is widespread and “is making increasing appeal to 
the heart and conscience of all Christian men.” 
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INTENSIVE STUDY 


The Edinburgh Conference, like Oxford, did not spend 
much of its time in formal addresses, but did intensive 
work in sections and subsections, discussing fundamental | 
theological questions. Section I, under the chairmanship — 
of Bishop Aulen of Sweden, dealt with “The Grace of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,” and emphasized the conclusion 
that in connection with the doctrine of “justification by 
faith alone” there is now “no ground for maintaining 
division between churches.” The second section studied 
“The Church of Christ and the Word of God,” under 
the chairmanship of President George W. Richards and, 
again, disclosed a remarkable measure of agreement. 
Section III, under the leadership of Professor Donald 
Baillie, of St. Andrew’s, Scotland, had the subject which 
afforded the greatest difficulty, “The Church of Christ: 
Ministry and Sacraments.” Here the differences between 
those who hold an Apostolic Succession through the. 
episcopacy as essential and those who do not, and also 
the differences of view with regard to the sacraments and 
the conditions of their validity, proved insurmountable. 
In general, the chief division was that which is represented 
by the “Catholic” and the “Protestant”? emphases. Prog- 
ress was made, however, in an understanding of these 
differences. A special subsection on “The Communion of 
the Saints,” in which the Eastern Orthodox Churches 
were most interested, pointed out that Protestants had 
tended to make too little of this article of the Apostles’ 
Creed and urged further study. 


The final report on “The Church’s Unity in Life and 
Worship,” produced under the chairmanship of Dr. M. E. 
Aubrey (English Baptist), was especially clarifying. 
Distinguishing three different levels of “unity” as (1) 
cooperative action, (2) inter-communion, (3) corporate 
union, it studied the measure of agreement necessary for 
each. Commending codperation and federation as ex- 
pressions of a spiritual unity already existing, the report 
held that federation is to be regarded not as a final goal 
but as “a promising approach to more complete forms 
of unity.” A series of next steps toward a larger unity 
was outlined, with chief emphasis on increased codpera- 
tion and fellowship among the churches. 

For full inter-communion or corporate union an “es- 
sential unity in faith or confession” was held necessary, 
and “the revelation of God contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures and summed up in Jesus Christ” was taken as “the 
supreme standard of the Faith.” The Apostles’ and the 
Nicene Creeds were acknowledged as “witnessing to and 
safeguarding that Faith,” and it was affirmed that the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit did not cease with the closing 
of the canon of the Scripture or with the formulation of 
the creeds. As for polity, it was held that episcopal, 
presbyterial and congregational elements would all need 
to be included in a reunited Church. 

In general it was found that the obstacles to union do 
not lie in the realm of faith, confession, worship or polity, 
but in the conception of the ministry and the sacraments, 
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The sectional reports were the subject of prolonged 
and detailed criticism by the whole Conference and all 
were finally accepted without dissenting votes. The text 
will be available in the official report, which can shortly 
be secured from the American Secretary, Rev. Floyd W. 
Tomkins, 111 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

The Conference made it clear that there are serious 
matters, particularly questions of ‘‘orders” and the sac- 
raments, on which we must be content at present to differ. 
The Orthodox delegation felt it necessary to file a memo- 
randum setting forth its historic position, which it felt 
had not always been sufficiently recognized. But it was 
equally clear that there is a great body of agreement on 
subjects which are of the highest moment for the Chris- 
tian faith in the world today. Most evident of all was 
the spirit of mutual appreciation. This is especially 
marked in the “Affirmation of Unity” drafted by a com- 
mittee with Dr. Robert A. Ashworth as chairman and 
unanimously adopted at the closing session. It says in 
part: 

“We are one in faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
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incarnate Word of God .... We are divided in the out- 
ward forms of our life in Christ, because we understand 
differently His will for His Church. We believe, however, 
that a deeper understanding will lead us toward a united 
apprehension of the truth as it is in Jesus..... We 
believe that every sincere attempt to codperate in the 
concerns of the Kingdom of God draws the several com- 
munions together in increased mutual understanding and 
goodwill. We call upon our fellow-Christians of all 
communions to practice such codperation; to consider 
patiently occasions of disunion that they may be over- 
come; to be ready to learn from those who differ from 
them; and constantly to pray for that unity which we 
believe to be our Lord’s will for His Church.” 

A happy incident was the sympathetic message of 
greeting received from the Benedictine Priory (Roman 
Catholic) at Amay, Belgium, which said: “Though we 
are absent from Edinburgh, we are with you in heart.” 
A friendly message was also received from the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Edinburgh. 

Sunt. C: 


Toward a World Council of Churches 


Life and Work and the Edinburgh Conference on 

Faith and Order a proposal for a “World Council 
of Churches,” uniting the interests of the two movements 
in a single representative body, is being submitted to the 
churches of the world for their official approval. If the 
plan is consummated, it will mark a new stage in Chris- 
tian history, for there will then come into being a world- 
wide council directly representing the great bodies of 
non-Roman Christianity and continuously functioning in 
codperative tasks in their behalf. 

The plan is the outgrowth of a “(Committee of Thirty- 
Five,’ which had been jointly created by “Life and 
Work” and “Faith and Order” a year ago to study the 
future of the ecumenical movement. The group met at 
Westfield College, London, July 8-10, a company of 
trusted Christian representatives from America, Great 
Britain, and the Continent of Europe, including Anglican, 
Lutheran, Reformed, “Free” Churchmen and Eastern 
Orthodox (Greek Catholic). American members were 
Bishop James C. Baker, President Albert W. Beaven, 
Principal Walter T. Brown (Canada), Professor William 
Adams Brown, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Dr. Fred F. 
Goodsell, Dr. John R. Mott, Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, Rt. 
Rev. G. Ashton Oldham and Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parsons. 
The Archbishop of York (Dr. Temple) was Chairman. 

The prophetic plan, so far-reaching in its possibilities, 
emerged out of three days of study and prayer, in which 
all the participants felt that they had experienced the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in an unusual degree. This 
impression has been confirmed by the virtually unani- 
mous approval given to the general substance of the 
proposal by both the Oxford and the Edinburgh confer- 
ences—in the latter case with certain important provisos. 


B: the action of both the Oxford Conference on 


The plan contemplates a World Council of Churches 
functioning through a General Assembly of approxi- 
mately 200 representatives appointed directly by the 
codperating churches and meeting every five years. 
There will also be a central committee, of approximately 
sixty members, likewise representative of the churches, 
meeting annually as the executive of the General Assem- 
bly. The Council would have “no power to legislate for 
the churches or to commit them to action without their 
consent.” Its functions, as provisionally defined, would 
include the following: 


“To carry on the work of the Faith and Order and the 
Life and Work movements; 

“To make it easier for the churches to act together; 

“To promote codperation in study; 

“To further the growth of ecumenical consciousness in 
the churches; 

“To call world conferences on specific subjects as 
occasion requires.” 


There would be two special commissions, one for the 
further study of Faith and Order subjects, the other for 
the study of Life and Work subjects. 

The Edinburgh Conference instructed its Continuation 
Committee to see that the following safeguards are in- 
corporated in the working out of the details: 


“a, That the World Council’s Commission on Faith and Order 
shall in the first instance be the Continuation Committee 
appointed by this Conference. 

“b. In any further appointments made by the Council to mem- 
bership of the Commission on Faith and Order the persons 
appointed shall always be members of the churches which 
fall within the terms of the Faith and Order invitation as 
addressed ‘to all Christian bodies throughout the world 
which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.’ 

“c, The work of the Commission on Faith and Order shall be 
carried on under the general care of a Theological Secre- 
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tariat appointed by the Commission in consultation with 
the Council and acting in close codperation with other 
secretariats of the Council. The Council shall make ade- 
quate financial provision for the work of the Commission 
after consultation with the Commission. 


“qd. In matters of common interest to all the churches and per- 
taining to Faith and Order, the Council shall always pro- 
ceed in accordance with the basis on which this Conference 
on Faith and Order was called and is being conducted. 

“e. The World Council shall consist of official representatives 
of the churches participating.” 

In endorsing the plan in principle, the Oxford and the 
Edinburgh Conferences each appointed seven persons, 
creating a “Constituent Committee of Fourteen,” which 
is charged with the responsibility of completing the de- 
tails, submitting the proposal to the churches and, when 
it has been approved by the churches, convening the 
World Council. This committee is as follows: 

Appointed by Life and Work: From Great Britain, 
The Bishop of Chichester and Dr. J. H. Oldham; from 
the Orthodox Church, Archbishop Germanos; from the 
Continent of Europe, Pastor Marc Boegner of France 
and Bishop Marahrens of Germany; from America, 
Professor William Adams Brown and Dr. John R. Mott. 
Alternates for the Oxford Seven were named as follows: 
Sir Walter Moberly, Dr. M. E. Aubrey, the Bishop of 
Novi-Sad, Pastor A. Koechlin, Archbishop Eidem, Dr. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert and Honorable Charles P. Taft. 

Appointed by Faith and Order: From Great Britain, 
the Archbishop of York and Dr. George F. Barbour of 
Scotland; from the Orthodox Church, Professor Georges 
Florovsky; from the Continent of Europe, Professor S. 
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F. H. J. Berkelbach van der Sprenkel, of Holland, and’ 
Professor Jens Norregaard, of Norway; from America, 
Rt. Rev. George Craig Stewart and President J. Ross _ 
Stevenson. Alternates for the Edinburgh Seven are: 
Canon Leonard Hodgson, Professor George S. Duncan, 
Dean Ingve Brilioth, Professor Bela Vasady, Archiman- 
drite Cassian, Professor A. R. Wentz and Very Rev. 
George C. Pidgeon. 

The “Committee of Fourteen” met in London on 
August 19 and organized with the Archbishop of York 
as chairman and Canon Hodgson and Dr. Cavert as sec- 
retaries. It arranged to send a letter of invitation to all 
the churches which have participated in either the Faith 
and Order or the Life and Work Movements. A pre- 
liminary conference is to be convened next May in 
Holland for the purpose of drafting the constitution for 
the World Council and making such provision as is neces- 
sary for the maintenance of “Life and Work” and “Faith. 
and Order” in the interim before the World Council has 
received official authorization from the churches and the 
first General Assembly has been convened. It is sug- 
gested that the make-up of this preliminary conference 
include twelve from North America, the method of their 
selection being worked out jointly by the American Sec- 
tions of Life and Work and of Faith and Order; nine 
from Great Britain; eighteen from the Continent of 
Europe; nine from the Orthodox Churches; six from the 
“vounger churches” (to be appointed on the advice of 
the International Missionary Council); six from South 
Africa, Australasia and areas not otherwise represented. 


National Preaching Mission Continues 


centers of the nation desiring to participate in the 
National Preaching Mission—although twenty- 
eight centers were visited and a total of over two mil- 
lion people attended—the Mission is being continued 
this year. 
Missions have already been held in Denver, Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul immediately after Easter. The 
schedule of cities and dates for this autumn is as follows: 


G ex it was impossible last autumn to reach all the 


Salt Lake City, Utah Sept. 26-29 
Portland, Me. Oct. 21-24 
Albany, N. Y. Oct. 24-27 
Charleston, W. Va. Oct. 28-31 
Cincinnati, Ohio Oct. 31-Nov, 3 
Richmond, Va. Nov. 4-7 
Nashville, Tenn. Nov. 7-10 
Shreveport, La. Nov. 11-14 
Tulsa, Okla. Nov. 14-17 
Wichita, Kans. Nov. 18-21 
Quincy, Ill. Nov. 21-24 
Jacksonville, Fla. Dec. 2-5 


except two—Cincinnati and Quincy—each of which 
serves portions of three states. 

Muriel Lester of London will arrive in September and 
will share in the leadership for three weeks. Bishop 
Azariah of South India will participate in the Mission 
in Albany. Dr. Adolf Keller of Geneva, Switzerland, 
will help during the entire schedule. Over fifty outstand- 
ing preachers and laymen of America will compose the 
group of Missioners. Many of the Missioners who helped 
last autumn are to help again. 


The dates for the Simultaneous Eight-Day Preaching 
Missions for each of the areas served by the above Mis- 
sions are November 14-21 or November 28-December 5, 
when every local church is expected to conduct an Eight- 
Day Mission. 

The Preaching Mission cities this autumn will follow 
last year’s plan of conducting a series of One-Day 
Missions, either preceding or following each Four-Day 
Mission, in cities and towns within a radius of one hun- 
dred miles, thus enabling a great number of additional 
cities to share in the movement. 

Eager expectation of spiritual awakening is reported 
from all the cities which are to be visited by the National 


All of these missions are to be state-wide in their scope Preaching Mission. 
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Schools in Christian Living Planned 


HE Schools in Christian Living are an educational 
follow-up of the National Preaching Mission, and 
may be conceived as a ‘“‘National Teaching Mis- 
sion.” They seek to provide, not a community substitute 
for the local church’s program, but the most competent 
assistance which united Christian forces can bring to the 
local church in undertaking its task more effectively. 

The School in Christian Living is organized into sec- 
tions dealing with the resources and means for Chris- 
tianizing the four basic areas of human relationship: 

Christian Family Life 

The Church and Its Program 

Community Issues Calling for Christian Action 
The Mission of Christianity in the Modern World. 

Resource leaders are secured to help each group dis- 
cover relevant facts, make use of resources, and plan 
effective action. 

The basic necessity of a deep personal religious ex- 
perience is stressed. The danger of separating the per- 
sonal experience from social relationships has led to the 
provision for this emphasis throughout the whole School. 
This is done through common worship experiences, 
through addresses, and through a continuous recognition 


by all leaders that personal religious experience underlies 
effective participation in Christian living in social rela- 
tionships. 

A Manual on the National Teaching Mission explains 
the details of a School in Christian Living as conducted 
on either a community or a local church basis. (For in- 
formation write the International Council of Religious 
Education, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago). 

The tentative schedule of the Schools in Christian 
Living is as follows: 


Indianapolis—Early October 
Cleveland—October 10-13 

Des Moines—October 17-20 
Billings—October 20-24 

Boise—October 24-27 

Walla Walla—October 27-31 
Spokane—October 31-November 3 
Philadelphia—October 31-November 3 (Tentative) 
Louisville—October 31-November 3 
Vancouver—November 3-7 
Seattle—November 7-10 
Chicago—November 7-13 

Portland (Ore.)—November 10-14 
Detroit—Late January, 1938 (Tentative) 
Toledo—Late January, 1938 (Tentative) 
Washington—Late February, 1938 

St. Louis—Late February, 1938. 


Planning State and Local Cooperation 


Secretaries of Councils of Churches was held at 

Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, July 2-9. The sessions 
were chiefly devoted to the problems of codperative work 
in state and local areas. Dr. Hornell Hart of the Hart- 
ford Theological Seminary conducted a seminar on the 
Church in the world today. 


A joint session was held each day with the Employed 
Officers’ Association, meeting under the auspices of the 
International Council of Religious Education. As so 
many members of the two associations are secretaries of 
merged councils of churches and councils of religious 
education, close codperation has developed between them. 


Dr. Ernest N. Evans of the Indianapolis Church Fed- 
eration presided as President. Associated with him was 
the Chairman of the Program Committee, Dr. Ross W. 
Sanderson, recently elected Executive Secretary of the 
Buffalo Council of Churches, 

An historical review showed that 105 different persons 
have served as executive secretaries of state and local 
councils of churches during the past twenty-five years. 
Fifty cities and twelve states now employ executive sec- 
retaries. 


7 MHE annual meeting of the Association of Executive 


There was a discussion of the wisdom of seeking to 
secure territorial representation on the Federal Council, 
in addition to the national ecclesiastical representation. 
The present contact of the Federal Council with the field 
through the two representatives of the Association of 


Executive Secretaries is felt to be valuable but wholly 

inadequate. The International Council of Religious 

Education maintains the dual basis of representation, and 

the interest in the closer affiliation of the Federal Council 

and the International Council adds to the significance of 

the suggestion of the same basis for the Federal Council. 
The officers for the years 1937-1938 are: 


President—Rey. William L. Darby, Washington, D. C. 

Vice-Presidents—Rev. J. Henry Carpenter, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Rev. Harlan M. Frost, Toledo, Ohio. 

Secretary-Treasurer—Mr. Emery M. Nelson, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

Assistant Treasurer—Rev. Ralph C. McAfee, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Representatives on the Federal Council—Rev. Ernest 
N. Evans, Indianapolis, Ind., and Rev. Wilbur T. 
Clemens, Albany, N. Y. 


The Association elected Dr. and Mrs. Roy B. Guild 
as life members. 


The proposed ‘Teaching Mission” or ‘Schools of 
Christian Living,” now being projected by the Interna- 
tional Council, was an important center of interest. 

The seminar conducted by Dr. Hart dealt with five 
basic questions: 

1, How can the Church arrive at and develop a vital, adequate 


and essential program for a civilization which is threatened 
with imminent disintegration or destruction? 
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2. How can the Church present its message in a form which 
will command the respect and the enthusiasm of modern 
minds—of intellectual leaders? 

3. How can religious institutions and agencies achieve effective 
harmony without losing their effective power? 

4. How can the Church, or religious agencies in general, bring 
about an effective impact of religious faith upon contro- 
versial matters without thereby losing the unity essential to 
the carrying forward of the purposes of God? 

5. How can we professional religious workers avoid being mere 
organizing routineers and actually be instruments of a su- 
preme purpose—channels of a divine energy? 


Among the conclusions that emerged, as summarized 
by Dr. Hart, were the following: 


1. We need to expand and develop our conception of the 
Christian message so that it will be adequate to the age of 
science and the age of crises. 

2. We must recognize the central necessity for regenerated and 
refocused lives as the channels for divine power. 

a. We must provide conditions for bringing about this 
change in key persons (evangelism) 

b. We must recognize that no redemption is valid and com- 
plete unless through that life the divine power can be- 
come effective. 

3. We need to adopt systematic daily spiritual meditation as a 
fundamental part of our personal daily task. 

4. We must build a new world with the materials which we 
have available. 

a. We need to use spiritual methods for transforming our 
own attitudes toward our surroundings, people, etc. 

5. Our task is to stimulate, release and facilitate creative activ- 
ities, not to put them over by pressure methods. 

6. We need to keep clear before us the inner vision—the high- 
est and most splendid goal, and then learn by meditation 
how to take every step which becomes clear to us in the 
direction of this goal. 
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Leslie D. Weatherhead in New York 


The Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism has 
secured Dr. Leslie D. Weatherhead, the distinguished 
minister of the City Temple, London, for an important 
address to ministers on Monday morning, September 20, 
at 10:30 o’clock, at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York. All ministers of Greater New York 
and vicinity are invited to hear this eminent writer and 
preacher of Great Britain. 

This is Dr. Weatherhead’s first visit to America, and 
he is here for only a day, enroute to Montreal, where he 
will give a series of lectures, September 21-24, imme- 
diately following which he will return to London. 

The Greater New York Federation of Churches and 
also the county and city federations of the New York 
area are cooperating with the Federal Council in arrang- 
ing for this significant gathering. 

The meeting of ministers is a continuation of the 
National Preaching Mission program for the Greater 
New York area. It is designed to be of practical value in 


helping the ministers in the beginning of their autumn 
work, 


New Chief of Chaplains 


Chaplain Robert D. Workman (Presbyterian U.S.A.) 
became Chief of Chaplains in the Navy on July 1. 
He succeeds Chaplain Duff (Roman Catholic) who has 
been head of the chaplains for the past two years and 
who has requested assignment to sea duty. 
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Message from the Oxford Conference to the Christian Churches 


ence on Church, Community, and 

State, assembled at Oxford, Eng- 
and, from July 12 to 26, 1937, send at the 
lose of their deliberation the following 
message to the Churches of Christ through- 
ut the world: 


Pes delegates to the World Confer- 


In the name of Christ, greetings. 

We meet at a time when mankind is 
oppressed with perplexity and fear. Men 
are burdened with evils almost insupport- 
able and with problems apparently insol- 
wble. Even in countries which are at peace 
unemployment and malnutrition sap men’s 
strength of body, mind, and spirit. In 
other countries war does its “devil’s work,’ 
and threatens to overwhelm us all in its 
limitless catastrophe. 

Yet we do not take up our task as be- 
wildered citizens of our several nations, 
asking if anywhere there is a clue to our 
problems; we take it up as Christians, to 
whom is committed ‘‘the word of recon- 
ciliation,” that “God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself.” 

The first duty of the Church and its 
greatest service to the world is that it be 
in very deed the Church—confessing the 
true faith, committed to the fulfilment of 
the will of Christ, its only Lord, and united 
in Him in a fellowship of love and service. 

We do not call.the world to be like our- 
selves, for we are already too like the 
world. Only as we ourselves repent, both 
as individuals and as corporate bodies, can 
the Church call men to repentance. The 
call to ourselves and to the world is to 
Christ. 


Our Unity or SPIrir 


Despite our unfaithfulness God has done 
great things through His Church. One of 
the greatest is this—that, notwithstanding 
the tragedy of our divisions and our in- 
ability in many important matters to speak 
with a united voice, there exists an actual 
world-fellowship. Our unity in Christ is 
not a theme for aspiration; it is an experi- 
enced fact. We can speak of it with bold- 
ness because our Conference is an illustra- 
tion of it. We are drawn from many 
nations and from many different com- 
munions, from churches with centuries of 
history behind them and from the younger 
churches whose story covers but a few 
decades; but we are one in Christ. 


The unity of this fellowship is not built 
up from its constituent parts, like a fed- 
eration of different states. It consists in 
the sovereignty and redeeming acts of its 
one Lord. The source of unity is not the 
consenting movement of men’s wills; it is 
Jesus Christ whose one life flows through 
the Body and subdues the many wills to 
His. 


Race AND NATION 


The Christian sees distinctions of race 
as part of God’s purpose to enrich man- 
kind with a diversity of gifts, Against 
racial pride or race-antagonism the Church 
must set its face implacably as rebellion 
against God. Especially in its own life 
and worship, there can be no place for 
barriers because of race or color. Simi- 
larly the Christian accepts national com- 
munities as part of God’s purpose to en- 
rich and diversify human life. Every man 
is called of God to serve his fellows in the 
community to which he belongs. But na- 
tional egotism tending to the suppression 
of other nationalities or of minorities is, 
no less than individual egotism, a sin 
against the Creator of all peoples and races. 
The deification of nation, race or class, or 
of political or cultural ideals, is idolatry, 
and can only lead to increasing division 
and disaster. 

On every side we see men seeking for a 
life of fellowship in which they experience 
their dependence on one another. But be- 
cause community is sought on a wrong 
basis, the intensity of the search for it 
issues in conflict and disintegration. In 
such a world the Church is called to be in 
its own life that fellowship which binds 
men together in their common dependence 
on God and overleaps all barriers of social 
status, race or nationality. 


War AND PEACE 


In consonance with its nature as true 
community, the Church will call the na- 
tions to order their lives as members of 
the one family of God. The Universal 
Church surveying the nations of the world, 
in every one of which it is now planted and 
rooted, must pronounce a condemnation of 
war unqualified and unrestricted. War can 
occur only as a fruit and manifestation of 
sin. This truth is unaffected by any ques- 
tion what may be the duty of a nation 


which has to choose between entry upon 


‘war and a course which it believes to be a 


betrayal of right, or what may be the duty 
of a Christian citizen whose country is 
involved in war. The condemnation of 
war stands, and also the obligation to seek 
the way of freeing mankind from its 
physical, moral, and spiritual ravages. If 
war breaks out, then pre-eminently the 
Church must manifestly be the Church, still 
united as the one Body of Christ, though 
the nations wherein it is planted fight each 
other, consciously offering the same prayers 
that God’s Name may be hallowed, His 
Kingdom come, and His Will be done in 
both, or all, the warring nations. This 
fellowship of prayer must at all costs re- 
main unbroken. The Church must also 
hold together in one spiritual fellowship 
those of its members who take different 
views concerning their duty as Christian 
citizens in time of war. 

To condemn war is not enough, for 
many situations conceal the fact of con- 
flict under the guise of outward peace. 
Christians must do all in their power to 
promote among the nations justice and 
peaceful cooperation, and the means of 
peaceful adjustment to altering conditions. 
Especially should Christians in more for- 
tunate countries press the demand for jus- 
tice on behalf of the less fortunate. The 
insistence upon justice must express itself 
in a demand for such mitigation of the 
sovereignty of national states as is involved 
in the abandonment by each of the claim 
to be judge in its own cause. 


CHURCH AND STATE 


We recognize the State as being in its 
own sphere the highest authority. It has 
the God-given aim in that sphere to up- 
hold law and order and to minister to the 
life of its people. But as all authority is 
from God, the State stands under His judg- 
ment. God is Himself the source of justice, 
of which the State is not lord but servant. 
The Christian can acknowledge no ultimate 
authority but God; his loyalty to the State 
is part of his loyalty to God and must 
never usurp the place of that primary and 
only absolute loyalty. 

The Church has duties laid upon it by 
God, which at all cost it must perform, 
among which the chief is to proclaim the 
Word of God and to make disciples, and 
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to order its own life in the power of the 
Spirit dwelling in it. Because this is its 
duty it must do it, whether or not the 
State consents; and the State on its side 
should recognize the duty and assure full 
liberty for its performance. The Church 
can claim such liberty for itself only as it 
is also concerned for the rights and liberties 
of others. 


CuuRcH AND Economics 


In the economic sphere the first duty of 
the Church is to insist that economic activi- 
ties, like every other department of human 


life, stand under the judgment of Christ. 
The existence of economic classes presents 
a barrier to human fellowship which cannot 
be tolerated by the Christian conscience. 
Indefensible inequalities of opportunity in 
regard to education, leisure, and health con- 
tinue to prevail. The ordering of eco- 
nomic life has tended to enhance acquis- 
itiveness and to set up a false standard of 
economic and social success. The only 
forms of employment open to many men 
and women, or the fact that none is open, 
prevent them from finding a sense of 
Christian vocation in their daily life. 
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patient. 1 out of every 5 was dis- 
abled by sickness or accident. 
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We are witnessing new movements which 
have arisen in reaction to these evils but 
which combine with their struggle for 
social justice the repudiation of all reli- 
gious faith. Aware of the reality of sin, 
the Church knows that no change in the 
outward ordering of life can of itself erad- 
icate social evil. The Church therefore 
cannot surrender to the utopian expecta- 
tions of these movements, and their god- 
lessness it must unequivocally reject; but 
in doing so it must recognize that Chris- 
tians in their blindness to the challenging 
evils of the economic order have been 
partly responsible for the anti-religious 
character of these movements. 

Christians have a double duty—both to 
bear witness to their faith within the exist- 
ing economic order and also to test all 
economic institutions in the light of their 
understanding of God’s will. The forces 
of evil against which Christians have to 
contend not only are found in the hearts 
of men as individuals, but have entered 
into and infected the structure of society 
and there also must be combatted. © The 
responsibility of the Church is to insist on 
the true relationship of spiritual and eco- 
nomic goods. Man cannot live without 
bread, and man cannot live by bread alone. 
Our human wealth consists in fellowship 
with God and in Him with our brethren. 
To this fellowship the whole economic 
order must be made subservient. 

The questions which have mainly en- 
gaged the attention of the Conference are 
questions that can be effectively dealt with, 
in practice, only by the laity. Those who 
are responsible for the daily conduct of 
industry, administration, and public life 
must discover for themselves what is the 
right decision in an endless variety of con- 
crete situations. If they are to receive the 
help they need in making responsible 
Christian decisions new types of ministry 
will have to be developed by the Church. 


YouTH AND EDUCATION 


The fulfilment of the tasks to which the 
Church is called today lies largely in the 
hands of youth. Many loud voices are 
calling on young people to give themselves 
to political and social ideals, and it is often 
hard for them to hear the voice of Jesus 
Christ who calls them to be servants of 
the eternal Kingdom. Yet many of the 
younger generation, often in spite of ridi- 
cule and sometimes of persecution, are 
turning to Him, and individually as well 
as in Christian youth movements devote 
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emselves to the renewal of the life of 
e churches and to make known the Good 
ews of Christ by word and action. We 
joice in their brave witness. 

In the- education of youth the Church 
is a twofold task. First, it must be eager 
secure for every citizen the fullest pos- 
ble opportunity for the development of 
e gifts that God has bestowed on him. 
| particular, the Church must condemn 
equality of educational opportunity as a 
ain obstacle to fullness of fellowship in 
e life of the community. 

While the Church is thus concerned with 
1 education it has, also, a special responsi- 
lity to realize its own understanding of 
@ meaning and end of education in the 
lation of life to God. In education, as 
sewhere, if God is not recognized, He is 
nored. The Church must claim the lib- 
ty to give a Christian education to its 
wn children. It is in the field of education 
at the conflict between Christian faith 
id non-Christian conceptions of the ends 
' life, between the Church and an all- 
nbracing community life which claims to 
> the source and goal of every human 


activity, is in many parts of the world 
most acute. In this conflict all is at stake, 
and the Church must gird itself for the 
struggle. 

As we look to the future it is our hope 
and prayer that the Spirit of God may 
cause new life to break forth spontaneously 
in a multitude of different centers, and that 
there may come into being a large number 
of “cells” of Christian men and women 
associated in small groups for the dis- 
covery of fresh ways in which they may 
serve God and their fellowmen. 

We have deeply felt the absence from 
our fellowship of the churches that have 
not been represented at the Conference. 
Our hearts are filled with anguish as we 
remember the suffering of the Church in 
Russia. Our sympathy and gratitude go 
out to our Christian brethren in Germany ; 
we are moved to a more living trust by 
their steadfast. witness to Christ and we 
pray that we may be given grace to bear 
the same clear witness to the Lord. 


TowarD A New Wort UNITY 


We have much to encourage us since the 
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Conference at Stockholm twelve years ago. 
The sense of the unity of the Church in 
all the world grows stronger every year. 
We trust that this cause will be yet more 
fully served by the World Council of 
Churches, proposals for which have been 
considered by the Conference and com- 
mended to the churches. 

We have tried during these days at Ox- 
ford to look without illusion at the chaos 
and disintegration of the world, the injus- 
tices of the social order and the menace 
and horror of war. The world is anxious 
and bewildered and full of pain and fear. 
We are troubled yet we do not despair. 
Our hope is anchored in the living God. In 
Christ, and in the union of man with God 
and of man with man, which He creates, 
life even in face of all these evils has a 
meaning. In His Name we set our hands, 
as the servants of God and in Him of one 
another, to the task of proclaiming God’s 
message of redemption, of living as His 
children and of combatting injustice, cruelty 
and hate. The Church can be of good 
cheer; it hears its Lord saying, “I have 
overcome the world.” 


Labor Sunday Message 


(Issued by the Federal Council’s Executive Committee) 


consideration of the meaning of the 

Christian Gospel for our industrial 
fe, we remind ourselves of the spiritual 
sight of the prophets of Israel who saw 
iat the God who rules the universe is also 
he God of justice in human affairs. God, 
s revealed in the Bible, calls us to share 
1 His concern for justice for all. As 
eremiah said of King Josiah, “He judged 
he cause of the poor and needy; then it 
yas well. Was not this to know me? saith 
he Lord.” 


():: this Labor Sunday, dedicated to a 


BULBS FREE 


To spread the fame of our bulbs every- 
where, we will send you FREE a nice 
assortment of 


HYACINTHS, TULIPS, NARCISSI, 
IRISES, CROCUS, etc., ete. 
350 BULBS IN ALL 


All guaranteed to flower next Spring 
and Summer 


It suffices to send us for carriage, pack- 
ing, etc., a one-dollar note by registered 
letter, and to mention your name and full 
address in block letters, Please do not 
send coins or stamps. Please mention the 
name of this paper. Dispatch carriage paid 
all over the world without increase in price. 


JAN VAN GALEN 
Bulb Grower 


VOGELENZANG, Near HAARLEM 
HOLLAND, EUROPE 


On this day we remind ourselves also of 
the compassion of Christ for the poor and 
disinherited. That compassion, in a day 
when poverty was inevitable, becomes for 
us in our day, when poverty can be abol- 
ished, a demand for justice in the distribu- 
tion of the product of industry. From the 
perspective of Christianity it is intolerable 
that masses of men, women, and children 
should be denied the opportunities which 
comfortable people regard as necessities. 
God did not create wage-earners to be mere 
instruments for the making of money for 
others; the welfare of all must be inherent 
in the end for which all the processes of 
production and distribution are carried on. 


RELIcIous SIGNIFICANCE OF LABOR 
RELATIONS 


It is because of the concern of religion 
for justice and for social welfare that 
church bodies have for thirty years offi- 
cially declared for the right of employees 
as well as employers to organize. Back of 
these declarations has lain a conviction of 
the sacredness of human personality and of 
the dignity of the common man, which is 
born of the teaching of Jesus that all men 
are children of God. Such a belief issues 


in a demand for democracy, both in polit- 
ical and industrial relations. This leads to 
the organization of workers in order that 
they may have a recognized voice in deter- 
mining the conditions under which they 
live and work. Experience has shown that 
since industry is often organized on a na- 
tional or even wider basis, labor unions of 
corresponding scope are needed if workers 
are to be adequately represented in truly 
democratic relations, and if industry-wide 
standards are to be maintained. 

Many industries in this country have 
been organized over a long period of years. 
It has been demonstrated that it is pos- 
sible for organized employers and organized 
employees to maintain generally harmonious 
relations, and to adjust their differences 
through joint conciliation without recourse 
to strikes or lockouts during the terms of 
their contracts. The past year has been 
marked by a significant advance in wider 
organization of workers. Of great impor- 
tance was the evidence of industrial states- 
manship on the part of a great steel cor- 
poration which reached an agreement with 
a union without the necessity of a strike. 
The decision of the Supreme Court validat- 
ing the National Labor Relations Act 
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marks a wider and more far-reaching 
recognition in law of labor’s right to or- 
ganize and bargain collectively. 

As yet only a minority of American 
workers are organized, and it must be 
recognized that annual wages of many 
skilled workers are still below a comfort 
level of living, while the wages in many 
industries both urban and agricultural are 
grossly inadequate for a decent standard of 
living for an American family. Many 
millions still can find no work. We are 
convinced, therefore, that thoughtful 
Christians will welcome the contemporary 
gains in status and economic welfare on 
the part of labor as in line with the social 
ideals of Christianity. 

In the growing complexity of society 
many of us have been so cut off from the 
lives of the industrial workers that we are 
tempted to think of them not as neighbors, 
not as persons whose welfare in this world 
is as important in the sight of God as our 
own, but as strange masses. While there 
are millions of wage earners in our 


ORGANS 


WITH THE FAMOUS 
Dinek-Ebecttic ACTION 


No location, large or 
small, is too difficult for 
Wicks experts in design 
and installation... 
Incomparable tone, 
direct electric action, 
beauty of design, perfect 
workmanship are recog- 
nized Wicks qualities. 
Vv 
Wicks ORGAN COMPANY 
HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
Dept. F.C.B. 


churches, yet many of our congregations 
have drawn their membership, by reason 
of location and association, chiefly from 
the more comfortable middle classes. Many 
church members see the world from a point 
of view quite different from the point of 
view of the laboring masses. As a result 
of belonging to a class that is relatively 
secure, many of us tend to fear the very 
social changes which we should welcome 
because of the ethical demands of our 
Christian faith. While protesting against 
anything that accentuates class conscious- 
ness, we fail to realize that our own point 
of view is largely controlled by the bias of 
class. Our first need is for self-knowledge 
and repentance, and sincere desire that the 
same mind may be in us which was in 
Christ Jesus who counted not privilege and 
power as things to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself in the service of man. 


Wier Issues INvoLvED 


There are many parties to industry. The 
demand of the hour is for greater tolerance, 
understanding, and fair play among them. 
Voices have been raised among employers 
urging modification of the older attitudes 
of many toward organized labor. Leaders 
of labor should realize that with increasing 
power, the labor movement must accept 
greater responsibility, not only fulfilling its 
traditional ideal of a fair day’s work for a 
fair day’s pay, but also taking a broad 
view of the economic scene as a whole. 
The achievement of increasing industrial 
wages alone will not solve the total prob- 
lem. A balance between agriculture and 
industry must be attained. Prices to con- 
sumers must be taken into account. Labor 
and consumers in many countries have 
been quick to grasp the advantages of con- 
sumers cooperation as a vital part of the 
movement toward a better day. Compre- 
hensive collaboration of all groups is ur- 
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gently needed. Employers, labor, con- 
sumers, and the government must work 
together to provide for the economic needs 
of all the people. We must create also 
such cooperative relations among the na- 
tions and such access to raw materials for 
all as shall promote international peace. 
As industrial and economic life becomes 
more complex we discover increasingly 
urgent need for more personal consecra- 
tion of individuals to the religious life. 
For religion will always be indispensable 
not only for the soul of the individual, but 
also as social cement to hold any society 
together in the bonds of peace. Selfish 
struggles for prestige or power on the part 
of individuals or groups can become 
divisive forces in any society. There must, 
indeed, be such a reorganization of our eco- 
nomic life as will remove the fear of eco- 
nomic insecurity on the part of men and 
nations which now leads to inter-class and 
international conflict, but there may still 
remain in individual lives those destructive 
and socially divisive forces of sin and 


‘selfishness, of jealousy and pride and 


intolerance which would tend to tear apart 
any social order. The Church must there- 
fore continue to serve society by proclaim- 
ing Christ’s gospel of justice, love, and 
reconciliation, and by insisting that both 
individuals and economic and political in- 
stitutions shall conform to the will of the 
God of justice and love. 


April Grasses 
By Marion CUTHBERT 
Woman’s Press, New York. $.75 


_ This little book of verse, the first from 
the pen of a gifted young Negro woman, 
has a haunting quality that is not readily 
forgotten. This reader’s impression after 
a first reading was that here is poetry 
which is indicative of the artistic possi- 
bilities of the Negro race; after a second 
reading, he revised his impression by saying 
that Miss Cuthbert reveals the artistic 
genius of the human race. The soul of the 
poet is here in her sensitiveness to beauty, 
her mystical wonder and her delicacy in 
the use of language to express idea and 
feeling. .We venture to hope for a larger 
volume still to come. S. M. C. 
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AMONG THE BEST NEW BOOKS 


The Church and Its Function 
in Society 


By W. A. Visser ’t Hoort and J. H. 
OLDHAM 


Willett, Clark & Co., Chicago. $2.00 


The result of the collaboration of an 
minent English churchman and the most 
nfluential Christian leader among Euro- 
yean students, this volume is of high im- 
yortance as an interpretation of the basic 
yroblems presented to the Conference on 
Yhurch, Community, and State at Oxford. 
fhe authors are keenly sensitive to the 
cute social issues confronting the Church, 
ut at the same time all their thought of 
he Church is deeply rooted in the historic 
evelation of God in Christ. 

The first major division of the volume 
by Dr. ’t Hooft) reviews the different 
conceptions of the Church held by the 


various Christian bodies—Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Re- 
formed, and the other Protestant groups. 
There is also a survey of the development 
of the churches in the different geographical 
areas, in relation to their historical en- 
vironment. The whole section is a singu- 
larly luminous and incisive summary. 

Against this theological and _ historical 
background Dr. Oldham deals with the 
mission and work of the Church in the 
world of today. He sees the Church as 
primarily “a community of worship”—but 
it must be a worship which is directly re- 
lated to the tasks and problems of men’s 
life in society. He sees the Church further 
as “a community of love’—which means 
that it must transcend barriers of nation, 
race, and class. 

He sees the Church also as “a community 
of thought”—and holds that no task today 
is more important than to arrive at a 
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stood a man of Macedonia and prayed him .. . saying 
come over into Macedonia and help us. ACTS 16:9 


THE RESPONSE 
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and need confronting the 
eager to respond to this modern Mace- 


theology which will make clear the rele- 
vance of the central Christian affirmations 
to a society whose old foundations are 
hopelessly shaken. 

Of such a Church the cardinal functions 
are evangelization, the ministry of mercy 
and kindness, and witness. That witness 
has to. do with the basic meaning of life 
as revealed in Christ; it also has to do with 
all the activity of the Church as an or- 
ganized society set in the midst of society- 
at-large. While not identifying itself with 
any particular political or economic system, 
the Church must judge every system in the 
light of the Christian understanding of man 
and his life. Concerning the place of “pro- 
nouncements” on social questions a rather 
conservative position is taken, the em- 
phasis being placed rather on helping the 
laity of the Church to work out the con- 
crete meaning of Christian discipleship in 
the various vocations. 


A Decade of Objective Progress 
in Church Unity 


By H. Paut Dovctass 


Harper & Bros. $1.50. 


Prepared by the foremost American stu- 
dent of the Church as a social institution 
for one of the Commissions of the recent 
World Conference on Faith and Order, this 
report surveys the efforts made in the last 
ten years to unite separated communions. 
It covers not only the United States but all 
parts of the world. It deals not with gen- 
eralities but with specific cases—nearly 
sixty of them—in which union was at- 
tempted, and in certain cases achieved. 
The attempts which failed are recorded 
along with those that were successful. The 
unexpected conclusions are reached, first, 
that there have been more successes than 
failures; and, second, that successes were 
somewhat more frequent between ecclesias- 
tical bodies that were historically unrelated 
than between those that belonged to the 
same denominational family. 

The volume is a quarry of materials for 
the student of church unity. 


Women after Forty 
By Grace Loucks ELtiorr 


Henry Holt. $1.25 


For those who are eager to make the 
most of middle age, to keep on growing 
intellectually and spiritually, and to dis- 
charge the responsibilities of adulthood in 
relation to young people, this is a volume 
of rich suggestiveness. It draws upon the 
best psychological knowledge and educa- 
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OCTOBER 
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of the New Church Year 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 
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tional procedure as well as a wide personal 
experience as mother, wife, and religious 
leader in work for girls. 

The crises which women face in middle 
life in connection with marriage, profes- 
sional careers, physical changes, emotional 
difficulties, social relations, and religious 
problems are dealt with in a spirit of sym- 
pathetic understanding. Signposts are set 
up which will help to guide the readers 
into the development of mature person- 
ality and to enable them to discover that 
“the best is yet to be, the end of life for 
which the first was made.” 


The Relevance of the Church 
By F. R. Barry 
Scribner’s. $2.50 


In a day when the Church is often re- 
garded as irrelevant this book by the Canon 
of Westminster, England, on the place of 
the Church in the world today has a brac- 
ing and tonic quality. Although at some 
points it is especially directed to Anglicans, 
it will be of interest to all who are con- 
cerned for the future of organized Chris- 
tianity. 

The approach is made through an in- 
quiry into the present situation, including 
the reaction against institutional religion 
and the right method of meeting it. Sub- 
sequent chapters deal in a forthright 
fashion with the theological convictions on 
which the Church must be built, the wor- 
ship of the Church and how to bring 
reality into it, the ethical content of the 
Christian life and its challenge to many 
contemporary standards, and the function 
of the Christian society in its widest ideal 
and its universal significance as the Body 
of Christ in the world. 


I Believe in People 


By ArcHER WALLACE 
Round Table Press, New. York. $2.00 


This is the kind of “inspirational” and 
“human-interest” material which delights 
the heart of a preacher or others who need 
constantly to find fresh illustrative inci- 
dents. Mr. Wallace’s material is biograph- 
ical, drawn from the lives of a wide range 
of heroic souls who strengthen our faith 
in humanity. He shows how the ill and 
the physically handicapped have risen to 
great heights of achievement, how crush- 
ing experiences and failures have been 
made the means of moral enrichment, how - 
unsuspected rays of goodness and hope 
have been found in even the darkest 
places, how the hearts of the bitter have 
been mellowed, how intolerant spirits have 
become tolerant. 

Other chapters cull fascinating biograph- 
ical stories to show that “true riches are 
of the spirit,’ that “the truly great are 
humble,” and that “happiness is a by- 
product.” 
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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, DEPARTMENT OF Evan- 
GELISM 
ING WO TiseNop Vine cen ee eee Re September 23, 1937 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
INGE NAO ig A IINE WA eee eee September 24, 1937 


FEDERAL CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES, COMMISSION FOR THE 
Stupy oF CHRISTIAN UNITY 
ANG Wwie OLIN pW eee tees eee FS September 24, 1937 


New York State CouncIL oF CHuRCHES, AREA Con- 

VENTIONS 
Binghamton, Batavia, Utica, Potsdam, Poughkeepsie 
September 27-October 2, 1937 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, COMMISSION ON RELI- 
cious Rapt1o 
iNew Wonka Nin V2: ect aeeteaoiat September 28, 1937 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, COMMISSION ON THE 
CHAPLAINCY 
INE W Or sg Nik WY eer eree eh October 1, 1937 


GENERAL COMMITTEE, STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOvEMENT 
ING Wis WOK. Nic Vet secey 09s, .te ete! October 5, 1937 


GENERAL CONVENTION, PROTESTANT EPIscopAL CHURCH 
Gineinnatins Obio.eece se. 27s. October 6-20, 1937 


ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, WoRLD’s SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION 
Newey OLk WN 4 Vc eece se te October 19, 1937 


FrepEerAL Counc oF CHURCHES, COMMITTEE ON Wor- 
SHIP 
ING OTK; pIN Mit Se cece, Se October 21, 1937 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
Columbus; ObtOv2e. eee October 26-31, 1937 


AMERICAN SECTION, UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL FOR 
Lire AND WorK 
INews York, N. Wi.--4 Bs eae November 19, 1937 


ANNUAL MEETING, UNITED STEWARDSHIP CouNcIL 
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Veal was. 
: 2 athe een 
“I'm going to tell my friends 
about the Bible Society's 
annuity plan.” 


The problem of where to place their money 
has been solved for many people by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. The Society’s annuity plan 
provides what most people want... safety, a 
generous return, regularity of income. 

Let us tell you of this plan which has worked for 
nearly ninety years without a single loss to any 
annuity holder, and with every payment sent 
promptly when due. And in addition to producing 
peace of mind there is the personal satisfaction of 


helping in the important work of distributing the 
Bible throughout the world. 


Our booklet “A Gift That Lives” de- 
scribes the plan fully. Send for it now. 


AN INCOME ASSURED | —MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY<=—| 


| 
| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, New York 
Please send me, without obligation, your | 
booklet FC-12 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” | 
| Name ! 
| 
| Address Denomination | 
[ot 
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THE VALIDITY OF RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCE By Albert C. Knudson 


“This is holy dynamite. Terse, tangible, concrete, ex- 
plosive, it blasts mechanism, humanism, authoritarianism, 
and atheism, with its discriminating and devastating 
logic.”—Professor Earl Marlatt. Net, $2.00 


THE FUTURE OF CHRISTIANITY 


By Edgar Sheffield Brightman 

Dr. Brightman sets forth clearly the difference between ~ 
religious and scientific knowledge. He interprets the 
future of the Bible, the Church, and faith in God, 
offering a philosophy of hope for the future of humanity 
in spite of present nationalistic and economic strife. 
Net, $1.50 


THE GOSPEL OF THE 
LORD JESUS By Conrad Skinner 


“This book is one to rejoice the heart, and if one could 
feel that every teacher of religion in every school of 
every description in the country were going to read it 
and set himself firmly to teach the life of Jesus as Mr. 
Skinner has done in it, one would feel very happy about 
the future of religion in this country.”—The Christian 
World, London. Net, $2.00 


SWORDS OR PLOWSHARES? 


By Earl Cranston 
There are many books on peace and war, but none 
which attacks the problem as does this one, through 
combination of the historical and religious approaches, 
at times verging upon the dramatic, but at all points 
appealing for and stimulating tolerant thought and study 
on the part of the reader. Net, $2.00 


THE CIVILIZED MIND 


By Lynn Harold Hough 
The Civilized Mind is the second volume of the Forest 
Essays of which Vital Control was the first. Dean 
Hough has earned the right to be regarded as an 
authority on Evangelical Humanism. In The Civilized 
Mind he considers especially the completion and fulfill- 
ment of humanism in the Christian religion. 
Net, $2.00 


THE PARABLES OF THE GOSPELS 


By Hugh Martin 
“Every one of the parables of our Lord is a pearl in 
the literature of the ages. .. . We owe a debt of grati- 
tude to Mr. Hugh Martin, who sets us face to face 
again with this important part of the teaching of the 
Master.”—World’s Youth. $2.00 
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